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i  nNH  WAY  OFF _ A  local  resident  looks  out  from  his  rooftop  porch  over  the  Rio  das  f^dras  favela  (slum)  in  Rio  de 

leiro  The  modem,  high-rise  buildings  of  the  city  lean  be  seen  in  me  distance.  The  city's  slums  have  recently  Been  the 
Extensive  violence  as  the  government  attempts  to  pacify  the  restive  neighborhoods  prior  to  the  201 6  Olympics.  (BP  photo) 


AlemSo,  Reese  wants  to  move  in  witn 
the  Gospel.  Home  to  thousands  of  peo¬ 
ple,  Complexo  do  Alem3o  has  only  one 
Baptist  mission  congregation. 


Complexo  do  AlemSo  has  given  Christian 
evangelists  more  freedom  to  move 
through  the  neighborhood  than  they  have 
had  in  three  decades.  “We  need  to  get  the 
Gospel  in  that  place,"  Reese  said. 

Reese  shared  three  specific  requests  for 
prayer  as  IMB  missionaries  continue  to  min¬ 
ister  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  despite  the  danger. 

First,  pray  for  God  to  calm  the  people 
in  the  city.  Second,  ask  God  to  grant  clar¬ 
ity  of  mind  for  missionaries  as  they 
decide  how  to  proceed.  Third,  pray  for 
the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  to  be  shown  to 
'  the  favela  residents. 

'It's  like  Jesus  said,  1  will  make  vou 
fishermen  of  men.’  We  need  to  be  fisher¬ 
men  of  souls,"  Reese  said,  “because  if  we 
don't  what  will  happen? 

"Other  drug  dealers  will  come  in.  We 
need  to  take  advantage  and  try  to  show 
people  they  can  enjoy  the  peace  of  God 

and  peace  of  mind. 

For  Reese  s  work  in  the  slums  of  the 
city,  Rio  de  Janeiro  awarded  him  the 
2008  Pedro  Ernesto  Medal  of  Merit,  the 
highest  honor  conferred  by  the  city  to  its 
dozens  and  foreigner  who  have  ren¬ 
dered  meritorious  service. 

Reese  and  his  wife  Ramona  have 
served  with  the  International  Mission 
Retard  in  South  America  for  11  years. 
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Missionaries  hunker  down  in  Rio  slum 


RIO  DE  JANEIRO,  Brazil 
(BP)  —  A  nearby  explosion 
sent  missionaries  ducking  for 
cover  at  a  Thanksgiving  cele¬ 
bration  in  Rio  de  Janeiro  cm 
Nov.  25.  Unharmed,  the 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  famillca  watched  as  a 
dark  plume  of  smoke  rose  50 
feet  into  the  air  from  a  bus 
burning  on  five  next  street 
A  young  man  had  thrown  a 
homemade  explosive  device 
onto  the  bus  before  speeding 
away  on  a  motorcycle. 

Ironically,  the  explosion 
interrupted  IMB  missionary 
Eric  Reese  as  he  was  urging  fel¬ 
low  missionaries  to  take  added 
safety  precautions  amid  esca¬ 
lating  violence  in  the  dty  “It 
was  an  intense  moment'  said 
Reese,  a  Georgia  native.  “Not 
just  for  me  and  my  family  but 
for  all  the  missionaries  that 
were  there.  It  was 

Because  Rio  de  Janeiro  is 
hosting  some  at 
Cup  games  in 
Olympics  in  2016,  dty  officials 
are  under  pressure  to  create  a  more  secure 
environment  for  international  visitors. 
Toward  that  end,  Brazilian  police  recently 
invaded  13  gang-controlled  favelas  (slums). 


Gangs  otdrug  dealers  fought  back, 
firing  on  police  and  burning  cars  and 


buses  in  the  streets.  Reese  has  heard 
reports  that  gang  leaders  are  even  trying 
to  involve  slum  residents  in  the  violence 
by  offering  200  Brazilian  reals  ($116)  to 
people  who  blow  up  cars  and  500  reals 
($2W)  to  people  who  blow  up  buses. 


Complexo  do  AlemJo,  the  second- 
largest  favela  in  Rio,  has  been  controlled 
by  more  than  500  machine  gun -carrying 
drug  dealers  for  the  past  30  years.  On 
Nov.  28,  military  forces  joined  the  police 
to  reclaim  that  community. 
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Baptist  vols  rebuild  church  after  tornado 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

Correspondent 


More  than  35  men  from 
seven  Mississippi  Baptist 
Churches  gathered  the  first 
weekend  in  December  on  a  con¬ 
crete  slab  in  Holmes  County  to 
help  rebuild  Ebenezer  Church, 
constituted  in  1879  and  blown 
away  in  an  April  24  tornado. 

Ebenezer  Church  member 
Wilburn  White  said  the  torna¬ 
do  struck  at  12:40  p.m.,  and  the 
church  building  "exploded 
from  the  inside  and  the  roof 
came  down."  He  said  the  tor¬ 
nado's  destruction  reached  a 
mile  and  three-quarters  across. 
One  man  nearby  was  killed. 

"We're  going  to  be  doing 
something  here  every  week¬ 


end  till  we  get  this  thing 
built,"  White  said. 

Steven  Edwards,  an 
Ebenezer  Church  member 
and  a  civil  engineer,  said  he 
and  his  wife  finished  their 
Christmas  shopping  last 
weekend  "to  free  up  our  time 
from  here  on  out." 

The  volunteers  spent  Dec.  4 
building  the  wall  frames  and 
erecting  them  along  the  edges 
of  Ihe  6,500  square  root  slab. 

Danny  Welch  of  Corinth 
Church,  Magee,  whose  own 
church  was  also  destroyed  by 
a  tornado  in  2009,  said  "We 
were  so  blessed  with  people 
coming  to  help  us  and  were 
honored  to  come  and  help." 

The  same  mobile  chapel 
that  served  Corinth  Church  as 


RISING  HIGH  —  Jim  Goodman  of  Norths ide  Church,  Clinton, 
nails  the  top  of  a  wall  while  other  volunteers  hold  it  in  place  at 
the  construction  site  of  Ebenezer  Church  in  Holmes  County.  The 
church  was  destroyed  by  an  April  24  tornado.  Said  Goodman  of 
his  volunteering  to  work  for  Ebenezer  Church,  and  pointing  to  his 
heart,  "Something  down  in  here  says  go.'  (Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas) 


MEASURE  TWICE  —  Danny  Welch  (left)  of  Corinth  Church, 
Magee;  John  Emerich  (center)  of  Ebenezer  Church,  Holmes 

look  over 
replace  the 
24  tornado. 

(Photo  by  Tim  Nicholas). 


a  temporary  facility  now 
serves  Ebenezer  Church.  It  is 
being  loaned  at  no  charge  by 
Rick  and  Kim  Barnes  of  Rick's 
Mobile  Home  Services  in 
Pelahatchie.  The  company 
even  moved  it  and  set  it  up 
for  the  church. 

Added  Welch,  a  veteran  by 
way  of  working  on  the  rebuild¬ 
ing  of  his  own  church,  "If  you 
step  out  in  faith,  you'd  better 
put  your  tennis  shoes  on.  It's 
hard  to  put  into  words  the 
blessing  we're  receiving." 

■  icBui  jonnson,  pnvor  of 
Sulphur  Springs  Church, 
Sebastopol  said  he  read  about 
the  project  in  the  Baptist 
Record.  AWe  knew  these  were 
our  kind  of  people  and  we 
wanted  to  help,"  he  said. 

Tommy  Anthony,  a  member 
of  Sulphur  Springs  Church, 


said  the  church  voted  to  give 
money  to  a  general  disaster 
fund,  but  "one  guy  said,  'Let's 
find  a  church  that  really  needs 
it"  The  volunteers  followed 
the  money  to  Ebenezer  Church. 

Besides  Ebenezer;  Sulphur 
Springs;  Corinth;  Northside, 
Clintoir  and  First,  Lexington, 
other  churches  providing  vol¬ 
unteers  last  week  were 
University  Church,  Starkville, 
and  First  Church,  Leland. 

For  more  information  on  the 
Ebenezer  Chuch  rebuilding, 
contact  Pastor  Biilv  Btmn  at 
(662)  834-2486,  or  Wilburn 
White  at  (662)  834-2428. 

Nicholas  is  assistant  profes¬ 
sor  of  communication  at 
Mississippi  College  in  Clinton . 
and  a  former  associate  editor  of 
The  Baptist  Record. 


Music  Leadership  Training  School  now  registering 


JACKSON,  Ms.  (Special)  — 
January  10  begins  die  seventh  of 
eight  courses  at  seven  locations 
in  Mississippi  sponsored  by  the 
Church  Music  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Providence  Learning  Center  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

The  seventh  course.  Survey  of 
Church  Music  Resources,  will 
meet  once  a  week  for  two  hours 
for  eight  consecutive  weeks  at  the 
following  locations  and  times: 

First  Church,  Lyman  — 
beginning  January  18  (630-8:30 
p.m.)  Louis  White,  teacher.  (228) 
832-2159;  (228)  860-9616. 

Northcrest  Church, 

Meridian  —  beginning 
January  10  (6:30-8:30  p.m.). 
Buddy  McElroy,  teacher.  (601) 
938-8668;  (601)  679-188/. 

First  Church,  Cleveland  — 
beginning  January  18  (6:30- 
8:30  p.m.).  Alan  Berry,  teacher. 
(662)843-2701;  (662)  402-5045. 

Easthaven  Church, 

Brookhaven-t 
17  (7-9  om). 
teacher.  (601)894-5848. 


First  Church,  Starkville  — 
beginning  January  24  (6:30- 
8:30  p.m.).  Tom  Jenkins, 
teacher.  (662)  323-5633. 

First  Church,  Booneville 
—  beginning  January  18  (6:30- 
8:30  p.m.).  LuAnne  Ford, 
teacher,  (662)  728-6272. 

Broadmoor  Church, 

Madison  —  beginning  January 
24  (6.-00-8:00  p.m.).  Jimmy 
McCaleb,  teacher.  (601)  924-1233. 

The  eight  courses  are  Song 
Leading;  Worship  Planning; 
Reading  Music  Rhythm /PitcK 
Reading  Music  Harmony/ 
Melody;  Hymnology;  Music 
Administration  /  Staff  Relations; 
Survey  of  Church  Music 
Resources;  and  Class  Voice. 

The  courses  are  designed  to 
provide  basic  training  for  bivo- 
cational  music  directors  and 
other  music  leaders  in  church¬ 
es.  The  eight  courses  meet  two 
hours  per  week.  Each  course  is 
eight  weeks  in  length. 

The  cycle  of  courses  is  sched¬ 
uled  over  a  two-year  period. 
Each  course  is  independent  and 
has  no  prerequisite.  Each  student 


who  completes  the  eight  courses 
earns  a  certificate  from  the 
Providence  Learning  Center  of 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 

There  is  a  one-time  enroll¬ 
ment  fee  of  $25.00.  The  cost  of 
each  course  is  $125.00.  A 
$60.00  scholarship  is  available 
for  all  first-time  students. 
Students  already  enrolled  are 
not  eligible.  The  grant  is  lim¬ 


ited  to  one  person  per  church. 

For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  teachers  at  the  tele¬ 
phone  numbers  listed  above  or 
contact  Jimmy  McCaleb  at 
mccaIeb9caDinview.net. 
Mailing  address:  515 

Mississippi  St.,  Jackson,  MS 
39201 -l7(fe.  Telephone:  (601) 
292-3273  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  273. 


Looking  bock 


The  executive  committee  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  approves  Ken  Rhodes,  missions  director  of  Pearl  River 
Association,  as  director  of  the  MBCB  Partnership  Missions  Department 
and  Roddy  Reed  as  manager  of  Camp  Garaywa  in  Clinton. 


Jeremy  Racey,  14-year-old  son  of  Mike  and  Annette  Racey,  SBC 
missionaries  to  Chile,  wins  first  place  in  the  high  jump  event  at  the 
Chile  national  track  and  field  competition.  He  is  the  grandson  of 
Walter  and  Irma  Racey  and  Clyde  and  Margaret  Evans,  all  of  Biloxi. 


Mississippi  Cooperative  Program  gifts  for  November  are  up  63% 
over  the  previous  year's  gifts,  according  to  Chester  Quarles,  execu¬ 
tive  secretary-treasurer. 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Stmply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  ux>rds: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  1  need  you. 
(7  have  sinned.) 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you.  . 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  G 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

many  as 

to  them  he gave  the  right  to  bccotHt 
children  of  God,  even  tv  those  who 
believe  in  his  name.  ( )ohn  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


December  16,  2010 
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‘Merry 

Christmas 


How  do  we  understand  Jesus? 


The  abortionist  would  sav.. . 
well,  we  already  know  what 
the  abortionist  would  say. 

No  reasonable  explanation 
can  be  found  in  science  for 
the  events  that  surround 
Jesus'  birth,  so  why  should 
we  believe  the  Bible  account? 

In  a  word,  faith. 

The  righteousness  of  the 
Gospel  message  is  grounded 


Editor's 

Notebook 


faith  (Romans 


bal  histories,  the  ori 

e  in  s  of  which  cannot  • .  I, 

be  verified  beyond  a  \ 

reasonable  doubt,  ■ V 

predicts  the  coming 

of  the  Messiah  and  mT) ..  M  1 

then  the  fulfillment  .  4  1  j, 

of  prophecy 

dm  ue.i  re  ■ 

apparently  illeglti-  WkZM  W-jffflJn 

mate  birth  of  .<  fHlf  * 

Jewish  loinmoner  it  nil'  '  '*'X~ 

1  !  .1.  ►  .-  I'er  1  Id  i*  H  /  ''  . 

there  was  ev  en  a  .' 

decent  calendar7  , 

The  biologist  IHk  ■gCTS  Stiffs  \ 

would  explain  that  |— 

■  except  for  partheno- 
genesis  in  a  few  lower  plant  and  animal  forms,  no  creature  on 
earth  even  came  into  existence  without  the  sexual  union  of  a 
male  and  female  of  the  same  species. 

The  geneticist  would  ask,  since  every  person  must  receive 
half  of  nis  DNA  from  his  mother  ana  naif  from  his  father, 
where  was  the  Holy  Spirit's  DNA?  The  physician  would  posit 
that  a  child  bom  in  that  era  under  such  non-sterile,  primitive 
conditions  probably  didn't  survive  for  very  long  anyway. 

The  historian  would  assert  the  fact  that  no  one  is  absolutely 
sure  what  time  of  year,  or  even  the  year  itself,  that  such  a  child 
was  bom.  The  lawyer  would  demand  that  Mary  submit  to  a 
physical  examination  to  disprove  her  -incredulous  claim  that 


that  message  (Romans  10:17), 
not  by  what  we  sense  in  the 
natural  world  (2  Corinthians 
5:8).  We  must  cover  with 
faith  everything  we  hold  to 
be  true  (2  Chronicles  20:20). 
We  know  that  with  faith, 
nothing  is  impossible 


William  H. 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


Eomcxt 

William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


so  hard  to  completely  block  Christ  from  Christmas,  share  your  faith 
with  someone  who  doesn't  know  Jesus  as  Lord  and  Savior.  Believe  it 
or  not,  there's  probably  a  lost  person  living  mere  steps  from  your 
home.  Show  them  by  word  and  deed  the  true  meaning  of  Christmas 
—  'ive  someone  the  gift  of  salva- 

dll  never  be  an  earth- 

associate  editor  Tony 
im,  advertising  coondl- 

, _ | :  Ben  Ivey,  web  admin- 

may  you  and  your  family  have 
■  Lord  and  Savior;  Jesus  Christ. 


bon  that  was  so  freely  given  to  you.  The 
ly  oft  to  match  it. 

From  the  staff  of  The  Baptist  Record 
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Benjamin  Ivey 


physical  examinabon  to  dis| 


could  be  no  Son  of  God.  The  sleep  researcher  would  attest  that  is 
since  dreams  are  nothing  more  man  the  brain  randomly  mis-  a 
firing  during  unconscious  rest,  Joseph's  vision  meant  nothing. 


xis  celebration  of  the  birth  of  our 
other  words.  Merry  Christmas! 


Two  more  vice  presidents  announce  exit  from  NAMB 

ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  Two  long-  four  nabonal  evangelism  emphases,  He  came  to  NAMB  in  1997  to  serve  a: 
time  North  American  Mission  Board  including  Good  News  America  and  Here's  a  regional  coordinator  to  develop  mis 

(NAMB)  vice  presidents  announced  they  Hope.  He  served  as  vice  president  of  sions  and  evangelism  strategies  for  asso 

will  be  taking  the  voluntary  retirement  offer  church  planting  from  1997-2007.  ciahons  and  state 

NAMB  has  extend-  fxi'  L  In  h*s  early  years,  Harris  said  he  sensed  convenrions  in  the  ■ 

ed  to  all  staff  mem-  | I  <-’oc*s  cal*  to  nabonal  ministry,  which  was  Midwest  and  ■ 

fulfilled  with  his  arrival  at  the  Home  Canada  Lewis  was 

Mission  Board.  There  God  used  Him  to  promoted  to  Hi 
help  lead  Southern  Baptists  in  evangelism  NAMB's  vice  presi-  lt 


service. 

Richard  Harris, 
vice  president  of  the 
Sending 
Missionaries  Group 

a  ktii  mi  1 


Harris  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  work  with 
NAMB  in  the  enb- 
ty’s  relationships 
with  Baptist  state 
convenbons.  He 
and  his  wife  Nancy 
have  two  sons  ana 
five  grandchildren. 
"*  ilan  to  stay  in 
anta  area. 


and  NAMB's  inter¬ 
im  president  from 
August  2009  until 
mia-September 
2010,  and  Harry 
Lewis,  vice  president 


Meacham 


Harris 


sions  and  mobilization,  will  rebre  Dec  31. 

David  Meacham,  NAMB's  vice  presi¬ 
dent  of  associabonal  strategies,  rebred 

Oct.  31. 

Harris  began  work  wi 
Mission  Board  (HMB),  NAM 
in  1981  in  the  area  of  mass 


the  Al  _____ 

Lewis  served  as  a 
pastor  for  nearly  20 
years.  During  that 
time,  he  also  filled 

In  several  denomina-  Lewis 
addition  to  serving  in  pastorates  inTCentucky  bonal  leadership 
and  Texas,  Harris  served  in  more  than  25  posts,  inducting  serv- 
interim  pastorates  in  the  Atlanta  area  before  mg  as  a  member  of  the  SBC  Executive 
and  during  his  work  with  HMB/NAMB.  Committee,  president  of  the  California 
During  his  29-year  tenure  with  NAMB,  Sou  hem  Baptist  Convention,  and  on  the 
Harris  also  served  as  nabonal  chairman  of  board  of  trustees  for  Southwestern  Seminary. 
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UEQ  HLR  DOLTCQOYP 
PLTM  PLO  GTPO  PLUP 
AYAE  PLR  DITPLOI'Y 
ORO,  DMP  WOIVOA* 
ZOYP  ETP  PLO  DOUG 
PLUP  AY  AE  PLAEO  THE 
ORO? 

CMBO  YAJ:  NTIPR-TEO 
GfaeD-f 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  ana 
aerate  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
Kmg  lame*  Version  Bible  vene  h at 
bem  encoded  by  letter  mbstituHon 
The  some  letter  h  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
weeks  puzzle:  Mark  Eleven: 
Twenty-five 


Christmas,  or  "Stress-mas' 

Let  me  begin  by  Heady  stat¬ 
ing  that  this  is  not  an  effort  to 
change  the  name  of  Christmas 
to  " Stress-mas ,"  but  merely 
recognition  of  what  many  peo¬ 
ple  may  be  going  through.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  you  can  almost 
see  it  taking  place  as  the  stress 
level  rises  and  we  get  closer  to 
Christmas  Day.  Everyone 
seems  to  feel  it  though  not 
everyone  may  know  what  it  is. 
I  was  passing  though  a  mall 
where  (ads  were  lined  up  with 
their  parents  for  a  visit  with 
Santa  Claus.  You  can  imagine 
some  of  the  kids  were  fearful.  I 
watched  two  children,  a  broth¬ 
er  and  a  sister  about  preschool 
age,  who  got  in  a  fight  They 
were  not  getting  along  at  all 
and  here  they  were  about  to 
sit  in  Santa's  lap.  There  were 
no  punches  exchanged  but 
some  words,  emotions,  and  a 
couple  of  hand  slaps  were 
evident.  Stress  is  always  an 
issue  in  life  but  it  seems  to 
rise  and  spread  during  the 
holidays  from  Thanksgiving 
to  New  Years  and  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  there  is  Christmas. 

Why  would  Christmas 
become  Stress-mas?  We  are 
busy.  There  is  just  more  to  do 
around  Christmas/Ihey  are  not 
bad  things,  but  they  are  time- 
consuming  events  that  seem  to 
be  laden  with  anxiety.  Just 
think  about  all  of  the  things 
that  happen. 

Our  churches  have  so  many 
things  that  are  taking  place. 
There  are  musicals  that  involve 
so  many  people  preparing  and 
many  others  attending.  There 
are  parties,  mission  focuses, 
and  efforts  to  care  for  those  less 
fortunate  and  in  need.  Schools 
have  all  sorts  of  extracurricular 
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Christmas  Mary  and  Joseph 
were  busy.  The  long  journey 
from  Galilee  down  to  the  little 
town  of  Bethlehem  had  to  be 
taxing  and  filled  with  uncer- 
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es  getting  together.  Businesses 
are  in  high  gear,  churning  out 
an  almost  daily  new  sales  pitch 
to  hire  people  to  come  and  pur¬ 
chase.  Add  to  these  all  Of  US 
rushing  around  to  go,  do,  and 
buy  that  increases  the  traffic 
Everywhere  you  go  there  are 
clogged  roads,  hill  parking 
kits,  and  fender-benders  that 
slow  everything  down  to  a 
snail's  pace 

We  are  busy,  but  I  am 
reminded  that  at  the  very  first 
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demands  from  other  people 
while  at  the  same  time,  they 
were  struggling  with  their  own 
personal  issues  of  a  baby  about 
to  be  bom  and  how  in  the 
world  would  they  meet  all  of 
the  needs  and  responsibilities. 

The  second  reason  we  may 
experience  Stress-mas  ts 
because  we  are  burdened.  Two 
of  the  big  burdens  I  see  repeat¬ 
edly  are  related  to  our  losses 
and  our  loads  in  life.  I  am  con¬ 
stantly  aware  of  the  loads  that 
some  people  may  be  carrying 
as  they  experience  their  first 
Christmas  without  someone 
very  special  to  them.  It  could 
be  a  friend  or  a  family  member 
that  may  have  died  during  the 
year.  Now  with  Christmas, 
their  absence  is  felt  profoundly. 
The  loss  may  have  taken  place 
decades  ago,  but  the  wonder  of 
Christmas  and  the  blessings  of 
memories  gone  by  heighten 
the  painful  emotions. 

By  the  same  token,  the  loads 
we  carry  in  life  seem  to  be 
heavier  as  we  come  to 
Christmas.  Financial  loads, 
physical  deficiencies,  and 
struggles  with  disease  all  seem 
to  weigh  more  during  these 
days.  Again,  1  remember  Mary 
and  Joseph  as  they  traveled  to 
Bethlehem  dealing  with  regis¬ 
tering  for  taxation  purposes. 
The  government  had  caused 
their  problem,  here  was  no 
way  to  get  around  it  Their  sit¬ 
uation  had  few  or  no  options. 

The  third  issue  that  leads  to 
Stress-mas  is  our  bloatedness. 

I  am  not  referring  to  eating  too 
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much,  although  It  is  the  eating 
time  of  the  year.  Everywhere 
you  go  there  are  cookies,  cakes, 
candy,  and  delicious  meals.  We 
all  live  on  the  edge  of  overload¬ 
ing  our  plates  and  packing  on 
the  pounds  at  Christmas. 
What  I  tun  referring  to  is  the 
difficulty  that  we  have  with  all 
of  the  surrounding  sounds  and 
sights  that  keep  us  from  experi¬ 
encing  die  awesome,  amazing 
simplicity  of  a  baby  —  Goers 
appointed  and  anointed  Savior 
of  mankind  lying  in  a  manger. 
The  angel  announced,  ".And 
this  shall  be  a  sign  unto  you;  ye 
shall  find  the  bate  wrapped  in 
swaddling  clothes,  lying  in  a 


Christmas  now  has  so  many 
extraneous  and  often  meaning¬ 
less  .aspects  now  that  it  makes 
it  very  difficult  to  see  Him.  Just 
think  about  it:  trees,  lights, 
bells,  parades,  bows,  paper, 
gifts,  and  cards.  You  get  the 
picture!  The  other  day  1  was  lis¬ 
tening  to  a  radio  station  that 
was  just  playing  Christmas 
music  during  the  holidays. 
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I  thought  that  this  was  great.  1 
listened  and  during  one  stretch 
of  songs,  I  counted  seven  songs 
in  a  row  and  not  one  of  them 
had  anything  to  do  with  Jesus' 
coming.  ret  these  were 
Christmas  songs.  Again,  I 
remembered  Mary  and  Joseph 
as  they  arrived  at  their  destina¬ 
tion.  While  there  was  no  place 
for  them  to  stay,  they  found  a 
stable  and  everything  sur¬ 
rounding  ffiem  and  reaching 
up  to  heaven  and  around  die 
globe  was  about  God's  Son 
coming  into  our  world.  For 
Mary  and  Joseph  it  was  about 
that  Babe,  for  shepherds,  for 
Wise  Men  from  the  East  and 
for  even  governmental  leaders 
the  one  singular,  undeniable 
point  of  the  moment  was  God 
had  come  to  be  among  us. 

Don't  get  bloated  at 
Christmas  with  everything  and 
all  of  the  things  that  can  be 
piled  an  top  of  you  and  miss 
Him  Do  not  let  your  children 
miss  Him.  Do  not  be  swept 
away  with  all  of  the  bloated¬ 
ness  of  activities  and  scenery 
and  miss  the  wonder  of  God's 
love  touching  your  life.  This 
year,  work  at  turning  your 
Stress-mas  into  Christmas. 

The  author  can  be  contacted 
at  jfutralOmbcb.org. 
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know  that  God  was  aloud  from  the  scroll  of  Isa 
sending  him  downhill  He  was  reading  the  prophet 
from  a  great  revival  to  the  suffering  servant  (Isaiah 

lead  one  man  uphill  to  Philip  askra  u  L_ _ * 

Christ  Never  forget  him  to  understand  the  pass, 
that  God  loves  Just  like  Jesus  shared  with 
every. ..ONE.  There  '  men  i 
was  a  man  in  a  chan-  (Luke 

ot,  Journeying  home  place  _ _ 

after  a  time  of  worship  scripture  and 
in  the  ten  *  ... 

Jerusalem.  To 


le  scroll  of  Isaiah.  December  is  our  month 
ig  the  prophecy  of  dedicated  to  the  gathering  of 
ervant  (Isaiah  53).  offerings  to  support  foreign 
if  he  could  help  missionaries.  I  pray  that  your 
church  will  be  a  part  of  the 

- - — - - Lottie  Moon  Christmas 

on  the  road  to  Emmaeus  Offering.  Our  theme  is  "Are 

-  - at  that  We  There  Yet?"  I  used  to  ask 

ament  my  dad  if  we  would  ever  get 
to  him  Lottie  Moon  paid  off  and  he 

-  gladly  said  not  as  long  as  one  person 

day.  received  the  message  and  still  needs  to  know  Jesus.  We 
I  his  understood  that  he  indeed  had  can't  let  our  missionaries  do 
own  a  future  and  a  hope  for  eternity,  all  the  work  because  we  are 
(the  He  asked  to  be  baptized.  When  missionaries,  too.  We  must 
iem  he  and  Philip  came  up  out  of  seize  each  moment  to  share 
one  the  water,  Philip  was  unmedi-  our  faith  with  others, 
ited.  atefy  taken  to  his  next  preach-  October  2005,  Dr.  Jim 
I  to  ing  assignment  Luke  says  that  Futral  told  the  'Hurricane 
toes,  the  eunuch  rejoiced  ail  the  way  Katrina'  Mississippi  Baptist 
r  the  home.  I  can  remember  summer  Convention  that  Acts  1:8  must 
calls  camp  kids  drawing  a  picture  of  become  Acts  8:1  if  we  expect 
was  this  scene  during  their  Bible  to  see  folks  reached  for 
-rely  study  time.  One  little  giri  drew  Christ.  Persecution  because 
uth.  two  scenes  of  this  baptism.  She  of  Christ  sends  folks  out  to 
,  he  said  the  first  one  was  before  he  saturate  their  world  for 
t  no  went  into  the  water  and  the  sec-  Christ.  To  sample  His  grace, 
■  he  ond  one  was  after  he  came  up  we  must  first  see  His  face  and 
God  out  of  the  water.  The  first  one  then  seek  our  place.  Go.  Tell. 

i  had  a  sad  face.  The  second  one  _ 

Joined  the  chariot  had  a  happy  face.  That  says  it  Brawn  is  staff  evangelist  at 
it  the  man  reading  all.  First  Church.  Richland 


Go  and  Tell 

Art,  8:1-40 


I  don't  want  to  go  to  Heaven  Deacons  are  selected 
by  myself.  I  want  to  take  others  assist  the  Apostles.  T 
along.  Don't  you?  Our  lesson  of  the  most  notable  < 
titles  for  December  exhort  us  to  cons  are  Stephen 
change  our  world  by  sharing  Philip.  Stephen  is 
the  good  news  of  Jesus  from  dw  death,  becoming  the  fi 
manger  to  the  cn»  through  the  of  the  church.  Philir 
empty  tomb  to  eternity:  Value  God's  call  to  preach.  ' 
What  God  Values,  Go  and  Da  to  be  Paul,  is  on  d 
Focus  on  Jesus  and  Go  and  Tell,  destroying  C 

This  week,  we  study  die  book  Persecution  was 
of  Acts.  Dr.  Luke  is  believed  to  Christians  around  di 
have  authored  die  gospel  of  world.  Like  healthy  * 
Luke  and  the  book  of  Acts  In  planted  in  fertile  gra 
Luke,  the  gospel  is  presented,  was  using  them  to  Dri 
In  Acts,  the  gospel  is  pro-  great  harvest  of  souls 
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Where  Compromise  Takes  You 

1  Kings  11:1*13 

f  Dr.  W.  Wayne  VanHom  In  every  reiationsh 


st  week  our  lesson  encour-  their  partner  old.  Is  old  age  an  breadth  of  Solomon's  sin  is  out-  Solomon  not  to  tun  iway  his 

us  to  worship  jesus  as  die  Unfortunately,  some-  excuse  for  turning  lined  in  1  Kings  115-8.  Solomon  heart  to  follow  other  ends,  “but 

of  king  One  aspect  of  times  they  go  outside  the  VanHom  away  from  God?  followed  fabegods:  Ashton**.  Sokmre  At  nor  dr  wtar  «e 

'  life  that  makes  Him  so  relationship  to  interact  Never!  I  have  been  goddess  of  die  Sidonians;  LORD  had  commanded'  (1 

to  is  how  He  never  com-  with  another  partner.  Solomon  blessed  to  know  some  of  God's  Motech,  the  'detestable  god  of  Kings  11:10:  NIV)  In  a-ponseto 

used  God's  will  for  His  life,  and  the  LORD  were  in  a  choicest  saints,  who  are  still  the  Ammonites;'  and  Cherttosh,  Solomon's  sin.  the  LORD  made 

;oal  of  this  week's  lesson  is  covenant  relationship,  serving  Him  well  into  their  90's  the 'detestable  god  of  Moab.  Wh  another  promise  to  him.  this 

nderstand  the  effects  of  promised  by  God  to  David,  rat-  and  100's.  Solomon's  problem  are  told  Solomon 'did  the  same  time  a  somber  pledge  to  tear  the 

iromise  and  to  guard  tfied  by  Solomon  at  Gibeon,  and  was  not  one  of  age,  but  rather  for  all  his  foreign  wives,  who  kingdom  awav  from  him  and 

ist  spiritual  compromise  in  blessed  by  die  LORD  through-  of  a  divided  heart.  He  gave  burned  incense  and  offered  sac-  give  it  to  his  "serv  ant  (1  Kings 

wn  lives.  The  lesson  is  set  out  Solomon's  life,  part  of  his  heart  to  the  LORD  rifices  to  their  gods'  (1  Kings  11:11k  That  promise  was  foi¬ 
st  the  backdrop  of  God's  Unfortunately,  Solomon  went  and  part  to  the  gods  of  his  115;  NTV).  From  the  perspective  filled  when  Jeroboam  servant  of 

blessings  on  Solomon  (1  outside  the  relationship  and  wives,  no  doubt  to  placate  of  his  relationship  to  God,  1  Solomon,  became  king  over  the 

s  9:10-10:29).  God  gave  "loved  many  foreign  women*  them.  Unfortunately,  as  with  Kings  115a  sums  the  matter  up  ten  northern  tribes  leaving 

non  great  wealth,  good  from  nations  the  LORD  had  for-  all  important  relationships,  precisely,  "Solomon  did  evil  in  Solomon's  son  RehoN  -am  with  a 

h,  unsurpassed  wisdom,  bidden  His  people  to  infermar-  Solomon's  heart  was  not  fully  the  sight  of  the  LORD."  much  truncated  kingdom. 

*en  shrewdness  in  human  ry  (1  Kings  11:1-2;  NIV).  devoted  to  the  LORD  his  God.  Sin  carries  a  penalty.  What  about  us"  Will  we 
■s.  Solomon  became  the  Predictably  *nis  wives  led  him  The  Hebrew  text  uses  the  term  Understandably,  the  LORD  allow  society's  temptations  to 

of  die  world  surrounding  astray'  (1  Kings  115:  NIV).  salem,  meaning  "to  be  safe,  became  angry  with  Solomon,  stretch  our  thinking  to  the  point 

ingdom.  God  answered  in  Interestingly,  the  Hebrew  term  complete,  at  peace,"  to  say  Note  the  relational  reaction  on  of  acceptance  of  sinful  behav- 

veasure  Solomon's  prayer,  natah,  rendered  led. ..astray,  Solomon's  heart  was  not  salem  the  LORD'S  part  Solomon  ior?  Such  gradual  ac.  mmoda- 

v  he  uttered  at  Gibeon  (1  carries  the  idea  of  "stretching"  with  the  LORD  his  God.  The  sinned  by  turning  his  heart  bon  usually  results  m  full  indi- 

>  3:6-14).  God  had  empow-  or  "inclining."  Solomon's  for-  final  line  of  this  verse  foreshad-,  toward  false  gods;  the  LORD  nation  to  sm. 

Solomon  to  succeed  at  eign  wives  aid  just  that!  They  ows  the  problematic  develop-  reacted  in  anger  because - 

;  a  holy  and  righteous  stretched  his  thinking  to  ments  that  attended  Solomon's  Solomon's  heart  "had  turned  Von  Horn  is  Dean  of 

Solomon  had  it  made,  or  include  an  acceptance  of  their  death.  Solomon  did  not  mea-  away  from  the  LORD"  (1  Kings  Christian  Studies  an,:  te  Arts  at 

e?  idolatry,  then  they  inclined  his  sure  up  to  his  father  David  in  115k  God's  anger  was  Justified  Mississippi  College 
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dered"  at  what  the  Krio.  In  that  culture,  wise  men 
r  had  told  them.  Some  are  called  "Sense  Men"  and 
_  _  surely  believed  their  message  disciples  are  called  "Leamin’ 

news  to  a  lost  and  while  others  probably  thought  Boys."  I  pray  that  we  urgently 
rjj dying  world,  they  were  just  crazy  old  smelly  desire  to  be  both.  Let  us  first 

Shepherds  were  out-  shepherds.  Remember  that  have  sense  enough  to  come  to 
casts  of  society,  the  when  you  share  the  message  the  manger  and  worship  and 
V  .  Jm  1  most  unlikely  folks  of  with  a  joyful  receiver  as  well  as  finally  the  willingness  to  sit  at 
all  to  be  receiving  per-  with  a  mocking  rejector  the  feet  of  Jesus  and  learn. 

LaLflfcw  sonal  invitations  mom  Don't  miss  Christmas.  Pick  Focus  on  Jesus.  May  I  dose 
Brown  angels.  Of  course,  God  up  that  baby  in  the  manger  and  with  my  Beatitude  for 
knew  exactly  what  He  wrap  Him  tightly  inside  the  Christmas  2010? 
was  doing  with  such  an  am az-  swaddling  domes  of  your  soul.  Blessed  are  the  Roman 
ing  birth  announcement.  Don't  allow  the  glow  of  the  star  Imperial  Census  Takers,  the  no- 
Beginning  with  die  shepherds,  to  fade  in  the  dare  night  of  your  room  -in-the-irm  keepers,  the 
He  was  inviting  everyone  to  current  crisis.  Look  upward  obviously  oblivious  Bethlehem 
left  their  own  come  and  share  in  the  "good  and  blanket  that  sky  with  prais- 
i  to  locate  the  tidings  of  great  joy  which  shall  es  just  as  the  angels  filled  it  to 
bd  who  had  be  to  ALL  the  people."  This  is  capacity  with  their  cries  of  joy. 
e  Shepherd  of  the  gospel:  Outcasts  do  not  Find  a  reason  to  bring  your  girt 
These  shep-  have  to  be  castaways.  Our  sin  of  warship  and  take  your  place 
er  represent  separated  us  from  God.  The  with  the  wise  men.  Don't  you 
and  see  and  birth  of  Jesus  brings  us  near,  dare  depart  from  that  spot  in 
of  Jesus  and  Come.  Live.  that  oh,  so  little  town  of 

11  intention  of  Eight  centuries  before  the  Bethlehem  until  you  have  sat 

. .  '  ‘  beside  Mary  and  pondered  all 

these  things  in  your  heart  You  _ r _ 

are  the  "innkeeper"  of  the  room  the  swaddling 
inside  your  soul.  You  get  to  shall  for 

invite  Jesus  in  or  tum  him  away 
with  a  no  vacancy  sign. 

In  Sierra  Leone,  West  Africa,  Brown  is  staff  evangelist  at  First 
people  speak  the  language  of  Church,  Richland. 


the  child  in  the 
have  the  res  pen 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Focus  on  Jesus 

Luke  2:1-35 

By  Becky  Brown  Those  unsuspecting 

sheep  herders  were 
Our  family  received  the  same  minding  their  own 
tender  gift  every  Christinas,  sher-p-keeping  business 
After  we  opened  presents.  Dad  that  night  in  Bethlehem, 
would  pick  up  nis  preacher  The  angels  started  the 

Bible.  That  well- worn  King  whoie  thing.  Then  there  w _ 

James  Version  of  the  scriptures  star  and  the  excitement  and  the 
would  fall  open  in  his  lap  and  message  about  some  child  in  a 
land  smack  dab  on  Luke  chapter  manger.  They  could  not  contain 
two,  our 


citizens,  the  heavenly  angelic 
choir  members,  the  stinky  old 
shepherds,  the  wandering  star 
gazers,  the  confused  bam  ani¬ 
mals,  Joseph  and  his  line  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah  standing  faithful¬ 
ly  beside  Mary  and  her  Little 
Lamb,  Who,  with  die  eyes  of 
God,  was  tenderly  watching 
over  them  all.  From  His  eternal 
perspective,  peeking  through 

fmever  be 

called... Manger  Seen. 


i  the  shepherd  that  His  name  would  be  called 
m  under  that  Emmanuel,  which  means  "God 
r.  I  have  come  with  us."  Always  true  to  His 
it  we  believers  own  word,  God  came  near.  His 
pherds  IN  the  name  is  Jesus.  Peace  on  Earth! 
lerds  OF  the  Good  wilL'  Good  news!  God  i« 
have  received  wearing  baby  shoes!  Folks  near- 


Explore  the  Bible  W 

Worship  the  King  of  Kings!  ■  q 

Matthew  l:20b-23;  2:1-11  ( 

By  Dr.  W .  Wayne  VanHorn  their  sins."  Matthew  I  # 

We  move  our  focus  from  the  Jesus'  entrance  into  this 
kings  in  the  Old  Testament  to  world  was  a  fulfillment  B^B 
the  King  of  all  kings,  Jesus  of  Isaiah's  prophecy  Va 
Christ  The  goal  of  this  week's  (Matt.  1:22-23;  faa.  7:14). 
lesson  is  to  encourage  every-  Unfortunately,  so  many  skep- 
one  to  worship  Jesus  as  the  tics  have  doubted  the  virgin 
King  of  kings.  The  lesson  is  set  birth,  they  have  failed  to  get 
against  the  backdrop  of  the  the  point  of  this  prophecy, 
angelic  visit  to  Joseph  (Matt  namely  "God  is  with  us,"  the 
1:20b- 23)  and  the  visit  of  the  literal  meaning  of  Immanuel,  larger  city 

Magi  horn  the  east  (Matt.  2:1-  Matthew  closed  his  gospel  on  Aaditionally, _  _  _ _ _ 

i‘nT7d  u7  fc  same  note,,  recording  the  king  at  the  time,  had  a  prepared' aTperial  "ore  of  a 
to  dari^  ™  J**“8  words,  surely  I  am  palace  in  Jerusalem.  Surely,  the  kind"  sign  indie  heavens  to 
readers  that  l^us  was  miracu-  with  you  always,  to  the  very  next  "King  of  the  Jews"  would  announc?  the  arrival  of  His 
loualy  conceived  (Matt.  1:20b).  endof  the  age'  (Matt.  28:20b;  be  found  in  Herod's  fortress,  special,  "ore  of  a  kind"  Son 
The  angel  instructed  Joseph  to  NIV)  God  s  people  should  The  Magi  indicated  they  had  Herod  no  doubt  saw  the  star, 
mime  the  baby  Jesus  because  worship  Jesus  as  (he  King  of  come  to  worship  Him  (Matt,  but  only  became  "deeply  dis- 
He  will  save  His  reoote  from  kings  Because  He  is  with  us!  2:2;  NIV).  The  Greek  word  for  turbed'7  when  the  Magi  con- 
,he.JI“n®  (Matt.  1:2L  NTV).  Joseph,  convinced  by  the  worship,  proskureO,  means  to  nected  the  star  to  thebirth  of  a 
,  n*m*  Jesus  derives  angelic  dream,  married  Mary  "do  obeisance  to"  or  "to  wor-  new  King  (Matt.  23) 
from  die  same  word  as  the  verb  and  named  the  baby  Jesus  ship"  and  is  used  often  of  a  Herocfwas  an  Idurrean,  not 
saw  in  Hebrew,  Yrshua  and  At  this  point,  Matthew  god.  Since  Jesus  was  "God  a  Jew,  and  he  consequently  was 
yasha,  respectively^  Basically,  focused  on  the  visit  of  the  Magi  with  us,"  the  wise  men's  ignorant  of  manyo?  the  Jewish 
P‘‘  tn£r  «  ,  name  from  tne  «“t. ,  presumably  actions  were  appropriate  prophecies,  including  the 

nL  wilfsaw  hS^Ld'uS  "  i**  °f  ,Ma£hT7  does  not  indicate  Messiah's  birthplace.  His  chief 

He  will  save  His  people  from  modem  day  Iran  or  Iraq,  why  the  Magi  referred  to  Jesus  priests  and  scribes  referred  him 

Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photogn 

The  Baptist  Record  la  pleased  to  publish 
newt  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  lor  publication  In  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatty  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11 -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  needy  printed  on  standardized 
forma  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  In  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mall  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 

Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 


though  no  specific  as  the  "King  of  the  Jews,"  but  to  Micah  5:2,  a  passage  promis- 
place  is  mentioned,  the  title  served  Matthew  well  ing  a  leader  from  Bethlehem 
B  Travelers  from  the  in  declaring  to  his  fellow  Jews  who  would  shepherd  God's 

■  east  followed  the  that  Jesus  was  their  Messiah-  people  (Matt  2:5-6).  Again, 

*  Fertile  Crescent  with  King.  Ironically,  the  title  used  Matthew  demonstrated  the 

its  fresh  water  sup-  of  Jesus  shortly  after  His  birth,  coming  of  Jesus  as  a  fulfillment 
.  ■  plies  and  well  would  be  nailed  on  a  titulus 

w  ^B  marked  trade  routes,  above  His  head  as  He  hung  on 

■  and  therefore  entered  the  cross  (Matt.  27:37)!  Jesus 
the  promised  land  deserves  to  be  worshiped  as 

Horn  from  the  north.  Since  *  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords 
Bethlehem  is  located  5  because  He  died  for  the  sins  of 
miles  south  of  Jerusalem,  we  the  whole  world, 
can  understand  why  die  Magi 
assumed  Jerusalem  was  their 
destination.  The  little  town  of 
Bethlehem  was  hidden  by  the 
larger  city  of  Jerusalem. 

[y,  Herod  the  Great, 


Magi  arrived  in  Bethlehem 
they  found  "the  child"  (paid- 
ion)  in  "the  house"  (oikia). 
Luke  directed  the  shepherds 
(Luke  2:12)  to  "the  baby" 
(brephos)  in  "the  manger" 


AM  news  items  are  subject  to  editing,  and 
dl  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping. 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
win  be  printed.  News  items  and/or  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
News  items  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  for  secular  of  outside 
organizations  w.!!  not  be  published.  Deadline 
lor  submits  ig  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E-mail: 
bapdstrecord@mbcb.org. 


Please  make  articles  concise  Include  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via  either  (a! 
the  who,  what  when,  where  details  of  (b)  three-anda-half  inch  floppy  disk,  or 

the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person’s  Photos  must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weft 

address  and  telephone  number.  Cel  phone  photographs  and  other  low 

Photograph8  may  be  color  or  black  and  tion  Hams  are  generaly  not  pubil 

white.  Inatant  photoa  and  digital  printouts  are  Photographs  can  not  be  returned, 

not  repro&idble.  Digital  photos  may  be  used  If  do  not  attach  photoe  wtth  t*»  or  • 
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1.  Juniper  Grove  Church, 
Popfarville,  ordained 
Robert  Allen  as  deacon 
Dec.  5.  Shown  are  Jeanne 
Allen,  Allen,  and  pastor 
Breaux  Tageant. 

2.  Fellowship  Church, 
Ellisville,  held  youth 
Sunday  Dec.  5.  Youth  led 
portions  of  the  service 
and  assisted  in  others. 
Shown  are  the  youth  with 
youth  directors  Dennis 
and  Audra  Sand  ford. 


their  children's 

Christmas  musical. 
Follow  the  Star;  Dec  5, 
under  the  direction  of 
Vicky  Stringer  and 
Debbie  Lamison.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 

New  Home  Church, 
Fulton,  licensed  Kelly 
Wayne  Knight  to  the 
gospel  ministry  Nov.  21. 


Shown  are  Knight,  Stacey 
Knight,  Clay  Knight, 
Addle  Belle  Knight,  and 
pastor  Michael  Warren. 

5.  First  Church,  Guntown, 
ordained  Danny  Lindsey 
as  deacon.  Shown  are 
Charlie  Magees,  Lindsey, 
and  pastor  Bobby 
Robbins. 


6.  Bolton  Church,  Bolton, 
held  a  veterans  apprecia¬ 
tion  day  recently.  Shown 
are  MSG  Michael  Ellis 
(present);  Bryson  Banes 


Jan  Hoobyar  presented  a 
portrayal  of  the  woman 
at  the  well,  and  Shondae 
Nassar  sang  Fill  My  Cup, 


in  death  by  her 


1.  Allen  ordination 


2.  Fellowship  Church,  Ellisville 


•  >-** 


a- 


4.  Knight  licensing 
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MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 


Mississippi  Optometric 
Association  (MO A)  to  rec¬ 
ognize  significant  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  profession  of 
optometry  ana  the  general 
public  Reed  received  he 
James  P.  Brownlee  O.D.  of 
the  Year  Award  at  the 
MOA's  annual  fall  meeting 


in  Jackson  recently.  The 
award  is  given  to  an 
optometrist  who  provides 
outstanding  service  for 
patient  care  and  to  the  pro¬ 
fession  of  optometry  at  the 
state  and  national  level. 


3.  Calvary  Church, 

Columbia.  Dresented 


5.  Lindsey  ordination 


(future),  and  SSGT 
Carroll  Garrett  (past). 

East  Moss  Point  Church, 
Moss  Point  held  a  WMU 
ladies  luncheon  recently, 
with  70  guests  attending 

fKp  PVPnt  r.npcf  cnoalror 


-time  min- 


Rob  Robbins  has  accepted  the  position  of  part-time  min¬ 
ister  of  music  at  Bethesoa  Churcn,  Terry.  He  has  previous¬ 
ly  served  several  churches  in  Mississippi  full-time,  includ¬ 
ing  Monticello  Church,  Hernando  Church,  and  Wildwood 
Cnurch,  Clinton.  He  is  married  to  Donna  Maze  Robbins  of 
Columbus  and  has  two  grown  children.  Robbins  is  a  grad¬ 
uate  of  Mississippi  College 


8.  Antioch  Church, 

.  Brandon,  will  present  the 

adult  choir  Christmas 
musical  O  Holy  Night 
Dec.  19, 10:30  a.m.  and  the 
children's  musical  Signs 
-  of  Christmas  at  6  p.m. 

9.  Steven  T.  Reed  of  Family 
Vision  Clinic,  Inc.  of 
Magee,  and  a  deacon  at 
Goodwater  Church, 
Magee,  has  been  named 
Mississippi's  Optometrist 
of  the  Year  by  the 


Maribetle  Cummings  Jones,  died  Nov.  26  in  Longview, 
Tex.  Bom  May  21,  1905,  ner  funeral  was  at  the  Memphis 
Funeral  Home,  Memphis,  Dec.  4.  She  was  manager  of  the 
Baptist  Book  Store  (now  LifeWay)  in  Jackson,  from  1934 
until  1970.  During  her  years  as  manager,  the  store  moved 
into  a  new  building  ana  the  staff  increased  from  three  to  30. 
She  was  a  member  of  First  Church,  Memphis  and  was 


and  Cora  Cummings,  and  her  husband,  Otis  Moore  Jones. 
She  is  survived  by  her  niece  and  nephew.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
William  A.  Rawlings,  Longview;  nieces,  Margaret 
McLeskey,  Beverly  Houston,  Nelda  McCune,  and  Maty  Sue 
Lancaster;  great-nephew,  James  McLeskey,  Richmond,  Va., 
and  great-nieces  Amy  McLeskey,  Janet  Morrow,  Kathleen 
Green,  and  Mary  Helen  Kelm. 


December  16,  2010 


ia  is  Believin 


For  ■  FREE  consultation  call 
144-1200  or  Hattiooburg  1-400-S44-5821 
or  go  onUno  at  www.audiossrvtcos.org 


3.  Calvary  Church,  Columbia 


O  i 


1 1 1 


\  n 


